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Of course the four knights gained a brilliant victory,
and the king reinstated the queen in her honours. She
sent a secret promise to her defenders to become a
Christian, and assist them in the siege of Granada;
and almost all the surviving Abencerrages went over
to the Spaniards, three of them being baptised.

All this is pure invention. If civilisation, and,
above all, printing, had not been so far advanced,
these popular songs and tales would have formed the
material of a magnificent epic, when the siege of
Granada would have been as magnificent a centre for
myth and legend as the sieges of Troy and of Paris ;
but though all the heroes and their stories are floating
about in the world of fable, no one ever could believe
in them enough to work them up into a poem of force
sufficient to live and hold the imagination.